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 Pesticides are substances used to control 

living organisms  

 Includes a wide range of substances such as 

insecticides, herbicides, disinfectants, and 

rodent baits 

 “Pesticide” means and includes any substance 

or mixture of substances labeled, designed or 

intended for use in preventing, destroying, 

repelling or mitigating any pest 

What is Considered a 

Pesticide?  



         

 Most people who apply pesticides as part of 

their job or on a for hire basis need to be 

licensed as a Commercial Pesticide 

Applicator 

 Examples: Exterminators, Landscapers, 

Agricultural Employees, School Employees, 

Manufacturing Facility Employees, Medical 

Facilities Employees 

Who is Required to have a 

Pesticide License? 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/pcp/bpo-appcom.htm
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– If your are applying pesticides at work, you 

must be licensed. 

– Records of each Pesticide application must 

be kept (three years) 

– If no one is licensed, pesticide applications 

must be contracted out 

– Licensed individuals are either Pesticide 

Applicators or Pesticide Operators 

 

 

Who is Required to have a 

Pesticide License? 



         

Applicators: 

- Are certified by fulfilling the training 

requirements and passing the necessary 

exams 

- Applicators may also purchase Restricted 

Use Pesticides (Operators Cannot) 

- The Applicator is responsible for all 

pesticide applications by himself/herself 

plus all applications performed by 

Operators 

 

 

 

Applicators vs Operators 



         

Operators: 

- Pesticide Operators must undergo the 

required training (40 hours on the job) 

- Are not required to take exams 

- Operator may apply pesticides only under 

the direct supervision of a Commercial 

Pesticide Applicator 

- The Pesticide Applicator does not have to 

be physically present for a licensed 

Pesticide Operator to apply pesticides  

 

Applicators vs Operators 
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           Licensing information: 

 

-  How to become licensed 

-  License status 

-  Recertification credits needed 

-  Course History (new) 

-  License expiration dates 

-  Recertification class schedule 

-  Exam schedules 

 

Product information: 
- Products by EPA Registration # and brand name     

-    Restricted Use Products 

 



         

 To Become an Applicator: 

 A two step process 

 Take an Approved Core Training Course 

– Pass The Core Test 

– Pass Category test(s) – (7A, 3A, 3B, etc.) 

– Exams are free - However 

• $50 No-show fee if you fail to show for 

exam 

Applicator 

Certification/Registration 



                  Category of Work 

Category 1A - Plant 

Category 1B - Animals 

Category 2 - Forest pest control 

Category 3A - Ornamental 

Category 3B - Turf 

Category 3C - Interior plantscaping 

Category 4 - Seed treatment 

Category 5 - Aquatic pest control 

Category 6B - Right of Way 

Category 7A - General and household pest 
control  
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Category of Work                                      

Category 7B – Termites & wood destroying insects 

Category 7D - Food manufacturing and processing  

Category 7E - Wood preserving pest control  

Category 7F - Antifoulants 

Category 8A - General Public Health 

Category 8B - Mosquito control 

Category 8C - Campground pest control 

Category 8D - Cooling water pest control 

Category 8E - Sewer Root Control 

Category 8F - Pet grooming 

Category 9  -  Regulatory pest control 

Category 12A - Water Sanitization 

Category 12B - Sterilization 

Category 13 - IPM in Schools 



School IPM 

“Integrated Pest Management” 
Goal: To Reduce Pesticide Exposures 

Minimizing Students’ risk of pesticide exposure 

while managing pest to protect Student health, 

school property and the environment, with a goal 

of reducing the reliance on pesticide use.  

 



What does the School IPM Act require? 

 Schools will be responsible for naming an "IPM 

coordinator"  

– Oversee the IPM and pest control activities 

at the school,  

– Retain recorded information about pest 

control at the school,  

– Act as a contact for inquiries from students, 

staff, and parents.  



What does the School IPM Act 

require? 

– Additional responsibilities include an annual 

notice to parents and staff that describes the 

IPM program,  

– Specific written notice and posting when 

pesticides are used,  

– Restrictions on when pesticide can be 

applied, and re-entry times for pesticide 

treated areas. 



Pesticide Exposure Dangers 

 Three Main Ways of Immediate Exposure 

– Dermal:  through your skin 

– Absorbed: through body openings - 

mouth, nose, eyes 

– Inhalation: breathing in spray, vapors, 

dust particles 

 

          Which is the most dangerous??? 



Pesticide Labels 

 In New Jersey – The label is the Law! 

 You Must 

– Adhere to label safety requirements 

– Mixing Instructions, mixing equipment 

– Personal Protection Equipment 

– Includes mask, gloves, respirator, 

    clothing 

 



Pesticide Product Labels 

 Labels Identify The Chemical Hazards 

 

– Contents listed in a standard form 

– Registered uses –label list uses for the pesticide 

– If the intended use is not on the label – do not use! 

– Follow recommended doses and directions 

– Manufacturer has various names for same product 

(active ingredient) 

     

 



          Signal Words 

 All pesticides have a signal word – how 

dangerous the product is to humans. 

 

– Danger: highly toxic via oral, dermal, or inhalation. 

Will also say “poison” – skull and crossbones. One 

teaspoon could kill an adult 

– Warning: moderately toxic via oral, dermal or 

inhalation. A tablespoon could kill an adult. 

– Caution: slightly toxic to relatively non-toxic via 

oral, dermal or inhalation. Ounce to more than a pint 

could kill an adult. 
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Use Classification 

Statement 
 Restricted-use pesticides:  

– Potential to harm humans, non-

target organisms or the 

environment 

– Usually a concentrate 

– Applicators must be certified and 

demonstrate competence 

 Unclassified or General-use 

pesticides  

– typically have lower toxicity  

– Many are “ready to use” 

– Can be used by the general public 

General 

Use 
This product is 

intended for use 

by homeowners 

for the purpose of 

controlling wasps 

around homes. 



Pesticide Inspections 

 Inspectors check for: 

– Licenses: All licenses are checked (Applicator & 

Operator) 

– Application Records: Every single pesticide 

application must be recorded & kept for three years. 

–  Safety equipment and accident “spill kits” 

– Pesticide Storage areas 

– Service Vehicles 

– Use inspection: comparing pesticide application 

records to labeling instructions for the pesticide 

applied 

 

 



 

Record Keeping Record Keeping 
N.J.A.C  7:30N.J.A.C  7:30--6.8(a) and N.J.A.C. 7:306.8(a) and N.J.A.C. 7:30--7.3(a)7.3(a)

 The date of applicationThe date of application
 For pesticides having a specific REI listed on the label For pesticides having a specific REI listed on the label 

or labeling, the date of application shall include the or labeling, the date of application shall include the 
hour completed; and hour completed; and 

 The reThe re--entry time and dateentry time and date

 The place of applicationThe place of application, namely the specific , namely the specific 
address, municipality and county.address, municipality and county.

 The brand or trade name of the pesticide The brand or trade name of the pesticide 
usedused,, the the EPA registration #, EPA registration #, and the active and the active 
ingredient(singredient(s))..



 

Record Keeping Record Keeping 
N.J.A.C  7:30N.J.A.C  7:30--6.8(a) and N.J.A.C. 7:306.8(a) and N.J.A.C. 7:30--7.3(a)7.3(a)

 The The ““RecipeRecipe”” used to mix the pesticideused to mix the pesticide

1.  The total amount of each pesticide  1.  The total amount of each pesticide  

concentrate used;concentrate used;

2.  The total amount of diluent;2.  The total amount of diluent;

3.  The size or area treated when rate per given        3.  The size or area treated when rate per given        

area is on the label.area is on the label.

 The full name and pesticide applicator license The full name and pesticide applicator license 

number of the person making the applicationnumber of the person making the application

 The site of applicationThe site of application





Most Pesticides are highly flammable 
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